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New York Times and the
tabloids reported, often daily,
on the Board of Education’s
efforts to get red teachers
out of the city’s classrooms,
announced with giant red
headlines in the New York
Journal-American. The Tablet,
the voice of the Brooklyn diocese of the Roman Catholic
Church, crusaded against
communism and secular influences, and for prayer in the
public schools. Secular groups
and professional red hunters
made their own contributions.
Adding to the tensions, given
the demographics of the New
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York Communist Party and
teaching staff, many of the
investigated and dismissed
teachers were Jewish, according to Ruth Jacknow Markowitz
and other historians.
Still, there was considerable
public support for the teachers
displayed in hundreds of
signed postcards and letters
mailed to the board, to
Moskoff, to the TU, and newspaper letters to the editor.
People wrote on their own, or
signed their names to form
letters and cards provided by
civil liberties groups and other
organizations. In some schools,
teachers signed petitions in
support of colleagues under
attack. Other missives, most,
but not all, anonymous,
ranged from venomous and
obscene to sometimes accidentally humorous, like the
typed (and signed) note
reporting someone as a
“communist carrying card.”
Some were explicitly antiSemitic, calling Jews “the
curse of the earth” and
suggesting they return to
Palestine—or to Hitler’s ovens.
Others took potshots at
“Godless communists” and
“communistic” teachers.
Anonymity hid behind such
sign-offs as “true American,”
“John Doe,” and “first gener-

ation real American.” “Mrs.
John Doe” also got into the act.
Some named teachers they
suspected of being subversives.
Forced to Inform?
Pressure to inform—to “name
names”—was as central in
New York as it was nationally.
Their goal, investigators said,
was to rid the schools of
dangerous radicals who might
subvert children. Many had
genuine concerns about the
dangers posed by communism,
in the classroom and outside
it. Moskoff, plugged snugly
into Democratic Party politics
(he later became a family
court judge), appears to have
been a fairly conventional
anti-communist liberal. For him,
and for some board members
and political figures, communism was inherently antithetical
to democracy. Communists
were entitled to their beliefs,
but couldn’t be trusted to
teach the city’s children if they
held those beliefs. By 1952,
Moskoff was writing to the
board about “a question of
policy”—what to do when a
teacher called in was willing
to talk about himself, but
refused to name others. The
informer issue was officially
on the agenda.

